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Governing Board Meeting Minutes 
MAY 20, 2026 
PURSUANT TO A.R.S. §38.431.02, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC THAT THE 

SUPERSTITION FIRE & MEDICAL DISTRICT GOVERNING BOARD OF DIRECTORS HELD A 

MEETING ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2026. THE MEETING WAS HELD AT THE SUPERSTITION 

FIRE & MEDICAL DISTRICT’S ADMINISTRATION OFFICE, 565 N. IDAHO ROAD, APACHE 

JUNCTION, ARIZONA. 

THIS MEETING WAS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC AND BEGAN AT 5:30 PM. 

 
 

 

A. Call to Order 

Chairman Chamberlain called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM. 

 

B. Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance led by Chief John Whitney. 

 

C. Roll Call 

Chairman Kathleen Chamberlain, Clerk Connie Van Driel, Director Jeff Cross, and Director Jason 

Moeller attended in person. 

 

Senior Leadership Team in attendance were Fire Chief John Whitney, Assistant Chief Richard 

Mooney, Deputy Chief Dave Pohlman, Battalion Chief Ryan Ledbetter, Transportation Services 

Director Billy Warren, Administrative Services Director Anna Butel, and Sarah Simonton with 

James Vincent Group.  Also in attendance was Attorney William H. Whittington, and Tanya 

Anderson, Administrative Specialist, HR / Board Secretary.  

 

1. Review and approval of the April 2026 financial reports and bank reconciliations.  

 

     Motion by Clerk Van Driel to approve the April 2026 financial reports and bank  

     reconciliations. 

 

     Seconded by Director Moeller 

     Vote 4 ayes, 0 nays, MOTION PASSED.   
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2. Recognition of employee performance, achievements, and special recognition for community 

members.  

 

           May Service Anniversaries  

          

24 Years of Service 

           Firefighter Paul Garcia 

           Firefighter/Paramedic Stephan Wagner 
 
10 Years of Service 

Captain/Paramedic Kevin Montgomery 

 
5 Years of Service 

Fire Chief John Whitney 

Engineer Michael Gallagher 

 

4 Years of Service 

Transport Paramedic Amanda Valles 

 

3 Years of Service 

Firefighter/Paramedic Sean Semrad 

Firefighter Nick Selover 

Fire Mechanic 1 Jesse Stapleton 

 

1 Year of Service 

Firefighter Tori Dow 

Firefighter Keith Spletter 

 

 

3. Call to the Public.  

     None   

    

4. Consideration and possible approval of all consent agenda items listed below: 

 

A. Board Meeting Minutes from April 15, 2026 

B. Amended Tower Contract 

C. Combined Resolution Affecting County Treasurer Transactions for Fiscal Year 2026/2027 

from the Pinal County Treasurer’s Office 

 

            Motion by Clerk Van Driel to approve all consent agenda items for May 20, 2026.   

 

      Seconded by Director Cross 

      Vote 4 ayes, 0 nays, MOTION PASSED 
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5. Discussion, consideration and possible action regarding the development of the Tentative 

Fiscal Year 2026/2027 Revenue and Expenditure Budget and adoption of Resolution 2026-

05-20-08. 

 

      Motion by Director Moeller to adopt Resolution #2026-05-20-08, adopting a tentative budget in 

the amount of $34,455,041 for the fiscal year July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027, using the tax 

rate of $3.6900 for operations and $0.3730 for the principal and interest payment for the Bonds. 

Also, giving notice to the public of the tentative budget, and a time and place for a public meeting 

to hear comments before final adoption of the budget, as required by law.”  

 

             

           Seconded by Director Cross 

     Vote 4 ayes, 0 nays, MOTION PASSED 

 

 

6. Update, review and discussion of FS 266. 

 

 

7. Senior Leadership Team Reports  

 

     Fire Chief Report 

• Budget, Budget, Budget 

• Meeting with AJUSD & City of AJ 

• Boys & Girls Club Fundraiser 

• WFCA Congressional visits 

• Budget Managers Meetings 

• SharePoint Transition Meeting 

• Acting FC Transition 

• SFD.SFMD Academy Graduation 

• Fire Chief Forum 

• Personnel meeting(s) 

• Mesa BC meeting presentation 

• Labor/Management 

• AJPD BBQ Competition Judge 

• AFSI 

• Captain Interviews 

• Paramedic Interviews 

• Blossom Rock Leadership presentation 

• Pinal County Fire Chiefs Association meeting 

• AZ State Land meeting (Future Training Center) 

 

 

     Emergency Services 

     Operations 

 

     District 

• Personnel Discussion – Staffing, placement of new probationary FFs, TSP  

• DEA Regulatory Discussions 

• CQA/CQI Discussion 
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• Acting FC Discussion  

• FC Forum 

• Ops Meeting 

• Labor Management Meeting 

 

    Regional Partners 

• AJPD Police Memorial – SFMD Crew and SFMD Piper FF Erickson 

• PCSO Peace Officer Memorial – L264 and SFMD Piper FF Erickson 

• Recruit Class 26-1 Graduation 

 

    Significant Incidents 

     Check Hazard 

      Date: 04.24.26 

Location: McKellips/Ironwood 

Response: E263, BC261 

Report: Crews responded to a report of a suspicious device on the side of the road. AJPD and 

Mesa PD EOD responded. Confirmed device was a pipe bomb. SFMD assisted with securing the 

area and staged away from the device.  

Mesa EOD conducted a controlled detonation on site. SFMD units cleared the scene. AJPD and 

MPD remained on scene. 

Date: 03.19.26 

   

 Working Fire 

Date: 04.26.26 

Location: N. Ironwood Dr. 

Response: E213, L214, M261, U208, E261, T261, LT263, E217, E262, BC261, BC203 

Report: Dispatched for a mobile home fire. Incident upgraded enroute by LT263. LT263 on the 

scene of a single wide with heavy fire involvement, wind-driven. Transitional attack performed, 

crews assigned to exposures. Primary search completed. Fire control. Red Cross contacted for 

residents. 

No reported injuries. 

 

2n1 Natural Gas Leak 

 Date: 04.30.26 

Location: S. Blackjack Trail 

Response: E217, E221, E262, LT219, BC411, E263, BC261 

Report: Units were dispatched to a reported 2N1 gas leak in the Blossom Rock area after a 

construction crew struck a 2-inch gas line with an excavator. BC411 arrived on scene and 

assumed command. LT219 was assigned to site control and established a limited access zone. 

E217 assigned hazard sector and quickly secured the leak by clamping the line. E263 and E262 

were assigned safety and evacuation.  

 

 Working Fire 

 Date: 05.08.26 

Location: N. Vista Rd. 

Response: E263, M263, E261, E265, L264, BC261, BC202, U202, E262 

Report: Initially dispatched for a shed fire. E262 arrived to find a large detached garage with 

smoke and flames showing and upgraded the assignment. E262 made an interior attack, E263 

and L264 assisted with fire suppression and ventilation. C264 on the scene for investigation.  

No reported injuries. 
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 2n1 Medical 

 Date: 05.14.26 

Location: E US 60 HWY 

Response: E261, M261, E263, LT263, BC203, CRV201, EDC, M262, BC202, L264, E265, 

E262, BC261, M263 

Report: Dispatched for 2&1 medical. Initial reports indicate a 3-vehicle MVA involving a bus. 

With a vehicle on fire with pt trapped. L264 arrived on scene. 3 vehicles were heavily damaged, 

including a school bus. Upgraded to 1st alarm - downgraded following an initial triage. No fire, 

no extrication needs. 2 patients transported. One to level 1. 

 

 Outdoor Fire 

 Date: 05.17.26 

Location: S. Acacia 

Response: E263, E261, E265, BC261, BC202, T262, E262, T261, L264, E217, L219, M263, 

U208, LT263 

Report: Crews were dispatched to a reported mobile home fire. The call was upgraded en route. 

Initial reports indicated a mobile home was on fire and that the fire was spreading to another 

home. This was an outdoor fire involving large pallets of building materials. Crews established a 

quick knockdown and fire control with no extension. Two residents were treated for smoke 

inhalation but refused transport. No FF injuries 

 

     Division Report – Training & EMS 

     District 

• Served as Acting Fire Chief from Apr 25 - May 10, including follow-up debrief 

• Participated in EMS Committee and CQI Monthly Meeting 

• Budget Managers 

• Labor Management 

• Supported CQI/CQA, AI CQI planning, ImageTrend adjustments, and Data Mart/cloud 

server strategy work 

• Participated in Operations Meeting and Training Committee Meetings 

• Participated in Captain promotional process activities 

• Reviewed TSP Packet and related EMS/training preparation 

• Supported SFD Academy 26-1 Family Night & Graduation and East Valley Fire Cadet 

Graduation representation 

 

 Regional Partners 

• Attended CAREMSG Medical Directors Meeting 

• Participated in Fire Chief Forum 

• Participated in DHS / DEA Town Hall discussion 

• Attended DEA Regulations Conversation with Dr. Solem 

• Attended AJPD Police Memorial, Peace Officer Memorial, and related service/memorial 

activities 

 

Division Report – Training 

District 

• Captain's Promotional Process 

• Walsh Construction Site – TRT Demonstration 

• Battalion 261 Coverage 

• Operations Meeting 

• Training Committee Meeting 
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• Fire Chief Forum 

• Candidate Development Program 

• Labor/Management 

• EVOC 

• Recruit In-House Week 

 

          Regional Partners 

• Fire Academy 26-1 Family Night and Graduation. All 6 Recruits Successful. 

• AJPD Police Memorial 

• EV Command Training- Multi-Family and Complex Incidents 

• Quarterly TRT: Air Ops; Monopole; Elevator Shaft Rescue 

• SFMD Hosted TRT Block 2: Helo Training @ Lost Dutchman State Park. Captain Chapman- 

Lead Instructor. Involved MFMD, CFD, TFMRD, MCSO, DPS, PCSO. 

 

          Division Report – EMS 

          District 

•  Phoenix Children's Pediatric Training 

• Construction Site Rescue Training 

• Captain's Testing Process 

• Fire Chiefs Forum 

• EMS Week 

    

          Regional Partners 

• AJPD Police Memorial 

• East Valley Command Training 

• East Valley Agencies Meeting 

• EMS ROCC 

• Auto Aid Medical Directors Meeting 

• East Valley Assistant Chiefs Meeting 

• DHS Town Hall 

• Special Districts Meeting 

 

    Transportation Services 

• EMS ROCC 

• ROCC Ambulance Billing Subcommittee Meeting 

• DEA Regulations Meeting 

• Paramedic Interviews 

• Fire Chief Forum 

• CAREMDC Medical Directors Meeting 

• EMS Committee Meeting 

• CQI Meeting 

• Budget Managers Meeting 

 

    Support Services 

• Lost Dutchman Marathon Banquet  

• Fire Station 266 Weekly Meetings 

• SharePoint Meeting Prevention Files 

• April Pool’s Day 

• TRWC Check In Meeting 

• Special Events Meeting 
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• AJPD Police Memorial 

• LEPC Meeting 

• Recruit Firefighter Graduation 

• CMAR Process Meeting 

• FS 266 Site Meeting with Brookfield Group  

• Fire Chief Forum 

• Valley Fire Marshals Meeting 

• 9-11 Planning Meeting 

• CALSC Meeting 

• City Project Meeting 

• Operation Meeting - Inspection Process 

• Neonate EMS Training 

• Budget Managers Meeting 

• Peralta Canyon Easter Picnic 

• City of AJ Library Event 

• Peralta Trail Elementary School Spring Festival 

• AJ Water District Water Festival 

• Central Arizona College Spring Fling 

 

Resource    

• Fire Investigator IV 

• May 3rd-8th – Final Class in AZ Track 

• Pinal County Fire Investigator Task Force Mtg 

• Looking into new SCBA quote  

• Staffing for upcoming Recruit Academies 

• Uniform trial and recommendation 

• Station 266 Build Team Meetings 

   

     Administrative Services 

• Pinal County Treasurer Meeting  

• SharePoint Meetings 

• Exposure Workflow Revisions 

• Worker’s Comp Training  

• Golder Ranch Conference 

• UKG Configuration Priority List and Open Enrollment 

• IAFF Health & Wellness Trust Discussions 

• Policy Meeting  

• Grants (12%, AFG SAFER) 

BLM – Next Steps FS 267 

Application Requirements 

• Filing fee 

• Articles of fire district formation  

• Resolution – authorizing the filing of the application and further authorizing the 

signing officer to execute the application 

• A draft development plan 

o Use of land / Anticipated development / Map – showing location of facility 

and access routes 

• Timetable for development  

• Other pertinent Information  
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8. Possible vote to go into Executive Session for legal advice pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(3) 

and for instructions to legal counsel pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(4) regarding the terms 

of the employment contract for the Fire Chief. 

 

          Motion by Clerk Van Driel to go into Executive Session at 6:41 PM. 

          Note that Executive Sessions are confidential pursuant to ARS §38-431.03(C) 

     

    Seconded by Director Cross  

    Vote 4 ayes, 0 nays, MOTION PASSED 

    Executive Session Ended at 7:18 PM 

    

 

9. Public Session. Discussion and possible direction or approval regarding the terms of the 

employment contract for the Fire Chief position. 

 

Motion by Director Moeller to approve the form of the Fire Chief’s Contract presented to the 

Board by Legal Counsel, with the modifications directed in Executive Session. 

     

    Seconded by Director Cross  

    Vote 4 ayes, 0 nays, MOTION PASSED 

 

 

10. New Business / Future Agenda Items 

None 

 

 

11. Announcements / Document Signing 

 

 

 

12. Adjourn  

 

          Motion by Clerk Van Driel to adjourn the board meeting at 7:22 p.m. 

     

    Seconded by Director Moeller  

    Vote 4 ayes, 0 nays, MOTION PASSED 

 

 

  

  Governing Board Approval: 

 

 

 

 

  ___________________________ 

  Board Clerk Connie Van Driel     
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